First Literacy
More than Fun:  Planning Field Trips to Increase Student Learning and Engagement

Connecting Field Trips with Class Themes and Learning Objectives
Maybe your objectives look like this:
                     

	SL.3.1.b-c, SL5.1.b-c, SL.8.1.b-c, SL.9-10.1.b-c

	L.4.1 and 5.1 merge, L.6.1 through 8.1 merge, L.2.2, L.3.2

	Benchmarks (Standards/Strands):

-W1.4d

-L2.4f

-S2.4c

-W2.4d




Or like this:

“Using “more than” or “less than”, using adjectives, partner interviews, write a paragraph, participation in index card activity”.  Or:  “Helping students to learn about American culture.”
We know that what is actually happening on the field trip is creating an impact, although it may not be “measurable”.

Questions to ask:
Backward Design:  Identify desired results, determine acceptable evidence, plan learning experiences and instruction

What are my learning outcomes?  What do I want my students to learn or experience?  Why do this?
1.  Use your curriculum to determine outcomes.  
2.  Use student needs to determine activity.
*Mostly any field trip pre-or post activity can be connected to the CCR standards easily.  
Connecting examples:

1.  “Flash Field Trip”
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1.  Speaking and Listening, SL 3.1-b:  (reference lesson plan handout)

Student presentations and note taking.  SL 3.1-c:  Ask associates questions about job application process and reply to the information given.  Share their experiences in a shop with classmates, link their comments and SL 3.1-d:  think about which place they’d like to work, why, and explain their choice to others.
2.  “Voting” Field Trip
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WRITING STANDARDS
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2.  Writing, W.3.2, W.4.2  (this can be modified for your Program as needed)
-- Students learn about ballots, issues, and see voting live.  Pre-activities.
--After the field trip to a poll, every student writes a “campaign speech” about why they would make a good representative to the Student Council as an exercise.  
--To examine and convey their ideas, each student introduces their reasons, develops the topic with facts, details, uses linking words and provides a pitch (W.3.2). 
--Only students who want to run for “representative” formalize their candidacy.  They develop “campaign speeches” (W.4.2) after viewing their opponents (this is adapted per level ( ) and the entire class reads the speeches.  Before the election, students think about “who would you vote for and why?” and cite the information in the speeches.  

--Students then “run” for “representative” and give verbal presentations.  Class votes and elects two representatives to the Student Council.  The Student Council then organizes field trips.  DESE:  student leadership.  Which of our classes do you think had the best experience with this?

