Content Word Examples

Content words are the words in a sentence that carry the most meaning.  They are usually nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs.  We say these words with a slightly higher pitch and lengthen the vowel in the stressed syllable.  
Sentences with stress on the noun:

· We bought a new car.

· She wants to cook dinner.

· I lost my wallet.

Sentences are stressed on the verb when we understand what the topic is.
(compound verbs are stressed on the second verb)

· I told her.

· We can’t help them.

· Where did you put it?

Stress on the adjective or adverb only if it isn’t followed by a noun:
· Her hair looks so nice!

· You look nervous.

· It’s too hot.

· You should talk to him more slowly.

· We invested our money wisely.

· He drives too fast.

When there are two content words in a sentence, the last one gets the most stress.

· I drink coffee.  I drink coffee and tea.

· Her coat is blue.  Her coat is blue and green.

· Should I add salt? Should I add salt and pepper?

· I want to go.  I want to go home.

