Topics and Approaches to Experiential Writing
From March 27, 2015 First Literacy Workshop

Ideas generated in participants’ small-group discussion.
1) “My Grandparents’ House.”  Write about memories, experiences.

2) Writing a personal timeline.

3) Expanding upon short answers, to create, for example an autobiography.

4) Journal writing.

5) Writing about “culture.”  What is it?  What’s culture shock?

6) What makes you happy, sad?

7) Write about family experiences.

8) Write about past employment.
9) LEA (Language Experience Approach) to field trips.
10)  Use images to describe home town.

11) “How” writing (How I learned this recipe; how I got this scar.)

12)  Best job, worst job.

13)  Peer editing of sentences, paragraphs, and essays.

14)  Describe a room, including what you see out the window.

15)  Index-card writing games.  Sequencing, creating a narrative.
16)  Tell stories based on pictures.

17)  Write about yourself, your spouse.

18) Publish a book – about home town, families.  Multiple steps, editing.
19)  Simply copy a paragraph, for basic literacy.

20) Use LEA.

21)  Use experiential writing as an initial assessment for higher-level ELL’s.
22)  Dialogue journaling.

